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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


Applicant 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING *Q * 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as ^ 
First Class Mail, in an envelope addressed to: Hon. Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450: , , 

Date : % faf/ZOO* < ^> HyiJ 


By 

Signature 


Hon. Commissioner for Patents RECEIVE 
PO Box 1450 M/\R 0 4 2004 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 , n . AA 

Technology Center 2100 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

SIR: 

In accordance with 3 7 C.F.R. § 1 .56, applicants wish to call the attention of the 
Examiner and the general public to the information identified in the attached form PTO- 
1449. A copy of the related art references are enclosed except where noted.. 

The enclosures are not provided for consideration by the Examiner under 37 CFR 
1 .97, instead, it is requested that this document and the art provided be simply placed 
within the pending file wrapper and be made fully available to the public as a public service. 
As a consequence, no fees or statements under 3 7 CFR 1 .97 are believed to be necessary 
for this filing. Should fees be considered necessary, authorization is provided herein to 
charge such fees and credit any over payments to Deposit Account 10-0100. 
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The citation of this information does not, and is not intended to, constitute a waiver 
or admission of priority or that any cited item is available as a reference, alone or when 
combined, or a waiver of any right under applicable statutes, codes, rules, or otherwise. 

It is therefore believed that the Examiner will concur with applicant' s belief that the 
subject matter presently claimed is neither anticipated nor rendered obvious by such 
references. This submission is made for the public benefit in a complex and difficult art. 

The references cited OR enclosed are described as follows: 

(A) EP 0318097, US 4,759,064, and US 4,996,711 were cited on the 
International Search Report (noted as received by the PTO on the Notification of 
Acceptance of Application under 35USC371). Since these references were cited in the 
provided Search Report copies are not provided herein. 

(B) US 4,947,430; US 4,991,210; US 1,914,698; US 4,987,593; US 
5,373,558; and US 4,949,3 80 do not present any new methods but do refer to the patents 
mentioned in the prior art description of the present invention or to the general art. As 
such, these references provide further general background to the subject matter, and may 
be helpful to the public in review. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


LACKENBACH SIEGEL LLP 




Date: January 9, 2004 

Enclosures: PTO 1449 and cited references 


